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as well as anything I have ever seen the various intercoggings that can exist among business, taxes, politics, police, and the community at large. Incidentally the young journalist was Walter Lippmann.
Boss Hague, it will be said, copiously renders "service" to his flock. Indeed, ward heelers deal adequately with local complaints, and pass out cookies to the children of the poor. Nobody need be cold on Christmas Eve, and the fire department is zealous. There is no vice, no prostitution, in Jersey City, and dance halls and night clubs are severely frowned upon. Mr. Hague wants a nice clean town. Saloons, of course, proliferate, because they are good places in which to promote friendliness among Democratic voters, but women are discouraged from attending them. On the other hand Jersey City has slums as filthy and debasing as any in the East. Thirteen per cent of all its buildings are, according to a federal survey, "unfit for human habitation."4 Gangsters find short shrift in Hague's citadel; sometimes they are met at the ferry, and expelled back to New York in a downright ungentlemanly fashion. But Jersey City is one of the biggest "handbook" towns in the nation. "It is," writes Mr. Van Devander, "the home and sanctuary of the nation's biggest handbook horse race betting syndicate." "The Horse Bourse," writes Westbrook Pegler, "is a protected racket handling millions of dollars, and it would not exist for an hour if the local administration were not interested in its preservation."
What counts above all this is the cost. Jersey City pays through the nose to be, depending on the point of view, "Hague's paradise" or "the worst city in the country." The local tax rate is the steepest in America, having risen from $21 per $1,000 in 1917 to the glittering and almost unbelievable sum of $76.80 in 1947. The city spends more on itself on a per capita basis than any other in the United States, by far. Listen to Newsweek, not a muckraking or insurrectionary organ:5
The reasons for Jersey City's plight are so numerous that they almost defy cataloguing. To build his machine, Hague in 1917 began loading up the city and county payrolls with political workers. ... To finance the bulging payroll (there have been 'cuspidor cleaners' at $1,950 a year, a judge drawing two salaries at once, a multitude of henchmen receiving fat pay for questionable municipal tasks while operating private businesses on a full-time basis) the tax rate has risen ... to the highest in the nation. Property assessments have risen correspondingly until they now approximate 100 per cent of true value, and, in some proven cases, more. Jersey City's bonded debt is the highest per capita in the nation, and its financial rating is so poor that it pays premium interest rates to holders of its bonds. In return, the city receives the benefits
*New Repi&lic, January 31, 1944.
5 May 21, 1945. The comparable tax rate in New York City is $27.00.